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JOSEPH NE BAKER S "A MESSAGE FROM THE MAN I N THE MOON' fl oats
inthe air...

| NT. BEDROOM - APARTNVENT ABOVE SAFE NEGRO TRAVEL - N GHT

DRI FT across a cluttered "work station" strewn across the

floor -- DIANA'S ATLAS with CGeorge's scribbles marking the

way to Ardham ASTROLOd CAL MAPS, vol unmes of ASTROLOGY BOCKS - -
to find H PPOLYTA fidgeting inpatiently with the

ORRERY

at her vanity. Her expression |INTENSE. Her eyes BLOODSHOT.
She's clearly been at this all night, possibly even days...

EXT. ARDHAM LODGE - DAY

Wth the sanme intense expression and bl oodshot eyes, Hi ppolyta
stares into the remains of the CRATERED LODGE. Bricks, rocks
everywhere. \Wat coul d have caused this anmount of damage?

A glinting piece of METAL catches Hippolyta' s eyes -- it's a
HALF- SUN. Brow furrowed, she wades up to her shins in debris.
Sees it again -- another half-sun synbol. On a slab of wood.

She picks it up. Sonmething so famliar about it...

BEDROOM - APARTMENT ABOVE SAFE NEGRO TRAVEL

The TWO SUN' S on the Orery. Hippolyta adjusts them For
the mllionth time. Those sun synbols she saw at Ardham
must nean sonet hing. But nothing happens.

H PPOLYTA
Goddammi t !

She HHTS the Orery in frustration. Once. Twice. Then
KNOCKS it to the ground with a --

ARDHAM | ODGE

-- SLAM Hippolyta startles as the door to Wody cl oses
behind her. The Packard's parked on the drive. DI ANA has
clinmbed out. She's throughly weirded out --

DI ANA
Mom .. ?

Hi ppol yta feigns politeness as she calls back --
H PPOLYTA

Punmpkin, | asked you to stay in the
car. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
She continues to dig through the rubble as Diana eyes their

deserted surroundings. There's no one in sight. And the
sun's going down. Trying to swallow the dread --

DI ANA
Mom ..l don't think we're supposed
to be here..

Hi ppol yta ignores her. Knows she's on to sonething. And
that's when she sees it -- NOTEBOOK PAPER sticki ng out of
the rubble. She pulls it free, REVEALING -- |ssue #1 of THE
| NTERPLANETARY ADVENTURES OF ORI THYI A BLUE

Confirmation. GCeorge was here. As that settles over his
still-grieving wife...

BEDROOM - APARTMENT ABOVE SAFE NEGRO TRAVEL

Hi ppol yta falls back onto the bed. Runs a hand over George's
side. Gief and guilt in her eyes --

H PPOLYTA
I"msorry, | just can't figure it
out .

She | ooks away. Blinking back tears. Eyes |anding on the
Orery through the MRROR S REFLECTION. Throwing it jiggered
t he pl anets around.

At this angle, and clocking the inverse in the reflection,
she sees -- SATURN has tilted East. Her eyes light up --

H PPOLYTA ( CONT' D)
They need to tilt based on how they
rotate on their axis...cone on, Lyta.

She junps off the bed, rights the Orery. Repositions the
pl anets. Breath held, she slowy noves the two SUNS, and --

CLICKI WHR ZAMWM The Orery LIGHTS UP

Fl ashing |ights dance across Hi ppolyta's face as the planets
ROTATE, and one POPS open, REVEALING -- a GOLDEN KEY et ched
wi th COORDI NATES in | ongitude and | atitude, and |ining the

i nside of the planet are the words, "EVERY BEGNNING IS I N
TIME, AND EVERY LIMT OF EXTENSI ON I N SPACE. "

As Hi ppol yta pulls out the golden key with marvel...
SMASH TO TI TLES:
LOVECRAFT COUNTRY
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OM TTED
INT. BASEMENT - WILLIAM S MANSI ON - N GHT

A makeshift version of Sanuel's lab from 102. DELL and

W LLI AM | ay COVATCSE on | uxuri ous DAYBEDS. Tucked under
conforters. Hooked up to LIFE SUPPORT MACHI NES whi |l e TUBES
punp BLOOD fromtheir bodies into tanks.

Just the sound of RUBY'S erratic breathing as CHRI STI NA
wat ches her take all this in with SHEER HORROR Finally --

RUBY
Did you...kill thenf

CHRI STI NA
They were already dead. | just
transformed their blood into a potion.

Ruby steadies herself with a hand agai nst the wall. Looking
i ke she m ght be sick --

RUBY
|'ve been drinking bl ood...

CHRI STI NA
Not exactly. It's nore like...well,
i ke drinking a person's essence.
It's quite beautiful really --

RUBY
Not hi ng about this is beautiful.

Christina reaches out a conforting hand, the way WIIiam
would in this nonment, but Ruby recoils. Disgusted --

RUBY ( CONT' D)
You' ve been lying to ne this entire
time. Nothing that's happened since
| met him..

She catches herself. Shakes her head fromthe absurdity it --

RUBY ( CONT' D)
Shit, you has been real

CHRI STI NA
What you know of WIlliamis true.
Captain Lancaster did try to kil
him And in fact, he succeeded --

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED

RUBY
So this...all of it has been about
revenge for your dead |over --

CHRI STI NA
Yes, | want revenge for WIlliam but
| want so many other things too --

Ruby nmoves for the door but Christina blocks her --

CHRI STI NA ( CONT' D)
Just listen please. M father was a
| eader in the Order of Ancient Dawn --

RUBY
What the hell is that?

CHRI STI NA
It's a group of powerful nen who
wield magic. They don't allow wonen
tojoin. | begged ny father to teach
me anyway, but he refused.

She | ooks to Wlliams body. Is that...guilt? Sadness?
Love? Ruby can't get a read on Christina as she continues --

CHRI STI NA ( CONT' D)
| sought WIlliamout to seduce him
into being ny teacher. To prove |
coul d be better than the son ny father
wi shed he had. But the nore WIIiam
taught ne, the nore | saw how silly
it was to limt ny pursuit of magic
around i npressing ny father.

Christina picks up a vial of BLOOD RED POTI ON. Marvels --

CHRI STI NA ( CONT' D)
Williams spell, which I conpleted,
was t he begi nning of bigger anbitions.
| could be so nuch nore. Do things
nost people couldn't even inmagine --

RUBY
Li ke fuck ne. As a man.

They stare at each other for a long nonment. A charged nonent.
CHRI STI NA
| never lied to you. The words may

have conme out of WIlians nout h,
but they were ni ne.

( CONTI NUED)



10

EP. 107 "I am" Production Draft - PINK 09/17/19 5.

CONTI NUED:  (2)
Ruby doesn't break from Christina's intense gaze --
RUBY
| want to know everything. Right
now. No nmore secrets, no nore half-
truths. Every. Fucking. Thing.

Christina hesitates, then --

CHRI STI NA
The whole truth. Involves | ost pages
fromthe Book of Names, and your

famly. ..
As the SHOCK of this first truth rolls over Ruby..
| NT. ARDHAM LODGE - DAY

The roar of rushing FLAMES crash over us |like a wave. The
world is on FIRE. HANNA runs into the open doorway. Turns
back to the person she's been |eading to safety.

This is the DREAM Atticus had in 105, and we're expecting to
see himanong the flanes, but -- it's LETI staring back at
Hanna this tine!

She takes in Hanna's face. The ORNATE BOOK in her clutches.
And her pregnant belly. Then she | ooks down. Her eyes

W DENI NG because Hanna isn't the only one with a baby bunp --
LETI 1S ALSO PREGNANT

As she's ENGULFED in flames, her face contorting in PAIN --
INT. LETI'S BEDROOM - W NTHROP HOUSE - NI GHT

Leti startles awake. Breathing heavily. Sweating. She
knows the dreamwasn't real. But can't help glanci ng down
at her stomach. Not a bunp in sight.

LETI
Hal | el uj ah. ..

She turns, expecting to find Atticus. But the bed s EMPTY...
| NT. ORRERY ROOM - W NTHROP HOUSE - DAY

The rising sun spreads a gl ow over the peeling paint on the
walls. ATTICUS sits at the table. Surrounded by PAPERS and
PHOTOGRAPHS of Titus's pages. Hi s eyes bl oodshot w ndows
into the troubled soul of a man prophesied to die.

LETI (O S.)
Have you been up here all night?

( CONTI NUED)

10
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CONTI NUED

Leti, radiant in the norning light, noves toward him
Atticus's heart breaks at the sight of her. And the weight
of his gaze slows her. But he pulls her to him Into a
KISS. Like it's been too long since their bodies were close.

LETI (CONT' D)
That bad huh?

ATTI CUS
I've transl ated about half of the
pages, but the cerenbny at Ardham
was conplicated..

Leti picks up a SCRIBBLED PAGE. That three letter word that
had Atticus frantically calling Ji-ah in 105 repeats om nously
t hroughout the text -- "DIE'. He points out the SYMBOL at

the top of the page --

ATTI CUS ( CONT' D)
They had this synmbol drawn in chalk
all over the lab. And there were
twel ve Sons of Adamthere. M ght
nmean we need a coven too. And there
were weird nechani cal el enents..

Leti sits on the edge of the table, dragged down by the weight

LETI
It's not as sinple as just saying
t he words.

Atticus sits back. Wshes it wasn't this grim--

ATTI CUS
Titus, Sanuel, and their entire | odges
studied this stuff for decades, and
they all died in failed attenpts at
casting spells.

LETI
But not you. And not Hanna. She
managed to escape the fire. Ran
right out the front door..

SURPRI SE washes over Atticus. He |looks to Leti, confused --

ATTI CUS
How do you know she ran out the front?

( CONTI NUED)

10
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CONTI NUED

(2)
LETI
| don't. Not really. This probably
sounds crazy, but...l think | had a

dream about her this norning.

ATTI CUS
Were you in the |lodge while it burned
around you?

SURPRI SE washes over Leti now as he conti nues --

A beat as

ATTI CUS ( CONT' D)
| think I've had the sane dream
What el se happened in yours?

LETI
Hanna's standing in the doorway. |
felt like I'd been chasing after
her. And I'm..

Leti realizes she doesn't want to reveal everything

about the dream Too early in the day for pregnancy scares.

Atticus's

ATTI CUS
You' re what ?

LETI
Not scared. Even though the house
is burning around nme. How are we
havi ng the sane dreanf

ATTI CUS
| think Hanna's trying to tell us
sonet hing. WArn us maybe. But
can never hear her. Could you?

LETI
She didn't say anything in mne.
She just stood in the doorway with
t hat book, smling --

ATTI CUS
What book?

LETI
The brown one. She's clutching it
to her belly...

mnd turns, trying to remenber as Leti continues --

( CONTI NUED)

10
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CONTI NUED:  (3)

LETI ( CONT' D)
O all the things to take when you're
pregnant and runni ng out of your
master's burni ng house, and you stop
to grab a book.

It dawns on themat the same tinme. They |ock eyes --

ATTI CUS
The Book of Nanes...
LETI
It can't be... |If Hanna escaped

with the book wouldn't there be magic
in your famly?

ATTI CUS
| barely know anyt hi ng about nmny
nomma's side. She was the only one
to survive the riots in Tul sa.

They take a beat to absorb it, but it's a lot --
Nanmes might still be in play.
LETI
If the Book of Nanes is still out

there, that's not just nore spells,
but instructions on how to cast them

Atticus has a resurgence of hope --
ATTI CUS
Christina's after pages. W' re going
to get the whole damm book. .
As that new m ssion settles..

[ NT. MONTROSE' S APARTMENT - DAY

MONTROSE energes fromthe bedroom Shirtless.
and HAPPI NESS we' ve rarely seen draped on him

t he Book

Wth an EASE
He foll ows

his nose to the kitchen where SAMW sweats over the stove as

he fini shes a COUNTRY BREAKFAST for TWO

Mont rose apprai ses his lover with an admring eye, then --

SAMWY
Figured since | spent the night, |
coul d at | east nake breakfast.

( CONTI NUED)

10
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CONTI NUED

MONTROSE
Naw, you figured since it was the
first time you' ve spent the night,
you' d nmake a big production out of
br eakf ast .

Sanmy cuts hima smle that could and does nelt his heart --

SAMWY
Drop the needle on that record for
ne.

Montrose noves to his Frankenstein Victrola. Drops the
needl e. Nods in approval as JOSEPH NE BAKER S " BESAVE MJCHO'
fills the air.

SAMW ( CONT' D)
There was nothing in your cabinets
but whi skey, so | went to the store.
Saw this woman on the way with this
cute little African scarf...

Montrose's smle evaporates as he takes a seat at the table.
Sanmy's oblivious as he sets a full plate in front of him--

SAMW ( CONT' D)
Can you believe she said she got it
fromMrshall Field s? | ain't seen
not a one colored go into that store --

MONTROSE
That's Bernice. One of ny nei ghbors.

That gives Sammy pause as he sits with his own plate --

SAMWY
It was at the bus stop. She didn't
see nme conme in or out of here.

A tense beat. Montrose pushes the food around on his plate --

MONTROSE
| don't eat pork. You ain't get any
beef sausage?

The vi be has gone COLD in contrast to Josephine's upbeat
nmel ody. Sanmy attenpts to keep it light --

SAMWY
The Queen of Sheba herself don't eat
beef sausage. Wien you get off of
por k?

( CONTI NUED)

11
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CONTI NUED:  (2)

MONTROSE
These grits? They too runny. |
like ny grits firm--

SAMW
What you gonna npan about next, that
the coffee's too wet?

MONTROSE
It's got too rmuch sugar init.

That honophobi c jab pokes Samy right in his heart --

SAMW
Wiy is it that every tine you fee
like we getting too close you nake
it a point to show ne that you don't
care about ne?

Montrose gets up fromthe table. Retrieves a WH SKEY BOTTLE
fromthe cabinet. Pours hinself nore than two/fifths.

MONTROSE
Did I say any of that? Don't put
words in ny goddamm nouth --

SAMW
No. |I'mnot going to |l et you play
me crazy this round.

He's up. Stalking towards the front door. Mntrose is going
to let himgo, but sonething breaks in him He's noving
after himalnost involuntarily, but --

Sanmy's got the door open. He's not |ooking back. Montrose
| unges for his |over...

INT. HALLWAY OUTSI DE - MONTROSE' S APARTMVENT - DAY

...grabbing his hand. Like a drowning victimclutching for
alife preserver --

MONTROSE
l"msorry..

Raw and desperate. And it hits Samy all the way to his
core. They hold the |ook. Meaningful and strained --

ATTICUS (O S.)
Pop...?

Atticus and Leti are hal fway down the hallway. Stopped in
their tracks.

( CONTI NUED)

11

12
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CONTI NUED

Their eyes zeroed in on the intinmacy of the two nen's hand's
i nterl ocked.

Montrose's heart sinks as he watches the D SGUST wash over

his son. He drops Samy's hand like it's poison. And Samy's
anger evaporates. He knows this nmonent is bigger than his
relationship with Montrose. He gracefully takes his | eave --

SAMWY
Excuse ne.

Atticus doesn't nove, but Leti slips out of the way as she
shifts unconfortably. Whatever's about to go down shoul d be
bet ween father and son but it could get violent if she |eaves.

ATTI CUS
So it's true...you are a faggot.

Montrose coils. Latching onto the anger behind all the fear --

MONTROSE
I"mstill your goddanmn father, boy.
You better think tw ce before calling
me out of my name again.

Atticus shakes his head. Cannot fucking believe this --

ATTI CUS
How | ong you been. .

Suddenly, sonething nore inportant strikes him--

ATTI CUS ( CONT' D)
Dd Momma know. .. ?

MONTROSE
Yes.

Atticus can't even begin to process that. He backs up, then
stal ks off down the hall

LETI
Tic...

But he's gone and not | ooking back. Montrose swal |l ows the
EMOTI ON bubbling -- ANGER, RELIEF, HEARTBREAK, TERROR

H s son knows.

He | ooks to Leti. |It's nore of a plea than a question --

MONTROSE
Wiy did y'all come here?
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EXT. MONTROSE' S APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - DAY

Atticus PACES. Hi

s world turned upside down. His father's

gay. Hi s nother knew. A whirlw nd of EMOTION -- ANGER

SHOCK, BETRAYAL.

Utter fucking betrayal.

Leti approaches slowy. Like Atticus is a spooked horse.
Suddenly -- he noves to reenter the apartment block with
purpose. Leti stops himwith a hand to his chest --

LETI

Wait. ..
ATTI CUS

No. | deserve sone fucking answers --
LETI

O course you do. But maybe you
should wait until you can actually
hear those answers.

12.

Atticus absorbs that, and Leti uses this nmonent of hesitation
to attenpt to get himback on the task at hand --

| asked

LETI (CONT' D)
hi m how he found out about

your nomma's famly. He said she
had a cousin that survived the riots
too. He tracked down a friend of

hers in

St. Louis. W get Wody,

it's only a three hour drive.

But Atticus isn't switching gears that easily --

ATTI CUS

He used to say he had to whoop ny

ass so |

He | ooks to Leti.

woul dn't be soft...

But she's just as hel pl ess and pai ned,

because she's got nothing for himin this nonent.

ATTI CUS ( CONT' D)

And that's not even the real fucked

up part.

| used to tell nyself it

was because he cared about me. But
it was never about ne. He was beating
ny ass because he's a...

Atticus can't even bring hinself to say it again. As Leti
pulls himinto the confort of her arns...

13
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EXT. SAFE NEGRO TRAVEL - DAY

Diana silently stews as she watches Hi ppol yta throw a SU TCASE
into Wody's trunk. Her nother is both nervous and excited
as she slans it shut, REVEALING -- Ruby standi ng by.

H PPOLYTA
Thanks again for babysitting.
know it was | ast mnute.

RUBY
It's no big deal. | needed to get
out of the place | was staying for a

bit anyway.

Ruby swal | ows her agitation at that. Dealing with a |ot.
But Hi ppolyta's in the sane boat and barely notices as she
di spl ays the TRAVEL CHECKLI ST to her daughter --

H PPOLYTA
Dee, punpkin, you ready to go over
t he checklist?

Di ana gives her nmom a noticeable glare --

DI ANA
It's all there. W don't need to go
t hrough the stupid list.

She sul ks off inside as Ruby throws Hi ppolyta a | ook. Yeessh.
H PPOLYTA
This was her tradition with her
father. The checklist topped off by
a travel comc for the road.

A beat as the nelancholy takes hold of Hippolyta, then --

RUBY
[*1l tell her to invite some friends
over. W'I|l have a party while nons
away. It'll pick up her spirits.

Hi ppol yta gives her a thankful smle. Then she |ooks to
Wody. Takes a deep breath. She's finally going out on the
road. She clinbs into Wody just as

ATTI CUS & LETI
wal kK up. And they are not a wel cone sight to either Hippolyta

or Ruby. Leti locks eyes with her sister. They haven't
spoken since Ruby noved out of Wnthrop House in 103.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 14

And Ruby has no intention of speaking now. She heads upstairs
as Atticus noves to the driver side of Wody. Motions for
Hi ppol yta to put the wi ndow down. She cracks it. Barely.

ATTI CUS
Hey Aunt Hippolyta. You headed
somewher e?

H PPOLYTA
A guide trip.

Surprise washes over Atticus as he |ooks to Leti --

ATTI CUS
W were hoping we coul d borrow Wody
for a day or two.

H PPOLYTA
Vel | obviously you can't.

Atticus is taken aback by Hippolyta' s sharp denmeanor --

ATTI CUS
Auntie it's inportant --

H PPOLYTA
Sois my trip --

ATTI CUS
W just sent out a new print, and
really Uncle George woul dn't want
you goi ng al one --

Heari ng her husband's nanme out of the nmouth of sonmeone she
knows has been lying to her has Hippolyta finally SNAPPI NG - -

H PPOLYTA
Did George put you in charge of the
gui de before that Sheriff shot hin®

ATTI CUS
No - -

H PPOLYTA
Then | sure as hell don't need your
permni ssion to do guide work.

She slans on the gas, startling Leti and Atticus. They watch
as Whody SCREECHES of f, di sappearing around the corner.

ATTI CUS
What just happened?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  (2)

LETI
Looks like we're taking the bus to
St. Louis.

ATTI CUS

Yeah. Ckay. |If we go back to the
house now and pack a bag, we can
probably still make it...

Leti nods, but her eyes are on the stairs leading to the
apartnent. Atticus reads the story on her face --

ATTI CUS ( CONT' D)
O, | can go alone. If you want to
stay. Talk to your sister...

INT. KITCHEN - APARTMENT ABOVE SAFE NEGRO TRAVEL - DAY

Ruby sits in the bal cony wi ndow. SUNGLASSES on. Top of her
dress unbuttoned. Bra straps pushed down. Sunbat hi ng.
Dark skin glistening in the sumer sun. Duckie Thot-Iike.

Leti steps into the open front door. Ruby cuts her a | ook.
Goes back to luxuriating. Unbothered. Leti sighs. Knows
Ruby isn't going to nake this easy. Nor should she.

She sits the kitchen table. Takes a beat to make sure Ruby
is just going to keep ignoring her, then --

LETI
So where you been staying?

Ruby takes off her sunglasses, leveling Leti with a | ook --

RUBY
How many days after | noved out did
you start to care?

LETI
Ruby. ..l ook, things have just...gotten
away fromne a bit these days.

Ruby narrows her eyes at her sister. Suspicious. Wat did
Christina tell her about Leti's involvenment with nagic?

RUBY
Do tell.
LETI
It doesn't matter. It's no excuse.

Qur last fight was one of our worst.
And it was ny fault.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED

LETI (CONT' D)
| should ve told you about the
noney com ng from noma. .

Ruby shifts unconfortably now. Does she know that noney
really came from Christina?

LETI (CONT' D)
Al the time |I've spent thinking
about all the things |I hated about
her. It never occurred to nme that |
could actually becone her. | nmay
not be a hustler Iike she was, but I
tried to hustle you. And for that,
|"msorry.

Ruby puts her sungl asses back on. Basks in the sun, then --
RUBY
I never heard nomma apol ogi ze a day
in her life, so mybe y'all aren't
exactly the sane.
Leti smles. WII take that as apol ogy accepted..

[ NT. WOODY - DAY

JOSEPHI NE BAKER S "PI EL CANELA" blasts fromthe radio as

Hi ppol yta speeds down the open road. She glances at DI ANA'S
ATLAS open on the passenger seat. She's scribbled the QUOTE
and COORDI NATES fromthe Orery on it --

"Every beginning is in time, and every limt of extension in

space." Lat. 36.773855 and Long. -88.768556. Mayfield Creek.

So this isn't a guide trip at all

A MOTORCYCLE roars up al ongsi de Wbody. Hippolyta gl ances at
the RIDER and can't believe her eyes -- it's a BLACK WOVAN!

The BESSI E STRI NGFI ELD LOCK- ALI KE tips her hat to Hippolyta,
then zoons of f. Hippolyta LAUGHS a deep, |ong |augh we've
never heard fromher before. This is the life.

She HUMS with the song as she reaches into the PICNI C BASKET
on the passenger side for her lunch, but -- she pauses wth
surprise, then pulls out --

THE | NTERPLANETARY ADVENTURES OF ORI THYI A BLUE | SSUE #3.

On the cover, Oithyia is doing battle with TWO G ANT 12-
f oot ROBOCOP- ESQUE CREATURES on the rings of SATURN.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

A wave of enotion washes over Hippolyta. D ana was angry
when she left. And, still, she packed the comc. As she
marvel s at her adventurous alter-ego..

OM TTED

EXT. BUS STOP - ST. LOUS - N GHT

A BUS pulls up. Atticus clinbs out. As it pulls off, he

doubl e checks the address on the piece of paper in his hand..

INT. DI NI NG ROOM - OSBERTA'S HOVE - N GHT

A SOUL FOOD FEAST is laid out in serving dishes on a table.
Atticus digs into a plate piled sky-high with food across
froman el derly BLACK WOMAN ( MS. OSBERTA) - -

MS. OSBERTA
Let me get you sone nore nacaron
and cheese, baby.

ATTI CUS
No thank you ma'am | --

Ms. Osberta gleefully ignores his protests. Piles nore nac,
and anot her piece of cornbread for good neasure on his plate.
He swal | ows anot her nouthful and sone ice tea, before --

ATTI CUS ( CONT' D)
So, Ms. GCsberta, how did you know ny
cousin Ethel ?

MS. OSBERTA
Qur husbands were both on the deacon
board at First Baptist Church.
Sherman and | were married for forty
years.

She nods towards a framed photo of their WEDDI NG DAY. A big
smle spreads Atticus's lips. YOUNG OSBERTA was a knockout.

ATTI CUS
So y'all nmet at church, and then
stayed friends?

MS. OSBERTA
Oh yes. Not long after Sherman went
on to Gory, Ethel's husband passed
too. Cot to be so hard that we just
couldn't stand being lonely old w dows
anynore.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
MS. OSBERTA ( CONT' D)
One day she said, "Bertie" -- that's
what she called me -- "Bertie, |
don't know what's next for two old
gals like us, but this aint it!"
She lets out a small |augh, eyes crinkling at the nmenory.

Atticus takes another bite as he notes the shift in M.
Csberta as she continues to gush about her friend --

MS. OSBERTA ( CONT' D)
That's her macaroni and cheese recipe
by the way. Course, you know, |
al ways | oved cooking for Shernan.
But when Ethel noved in, it was rea
ni ce to have sonmeone cooking with
nme. W grew to be real close during
t hose years. And Ethel, sweet Ethel
told me just about everything.

She glances to Atticus. Suddenly shy. And a realization
hits him-- she and Ethel were nore than just friends.

He TENSES. Looks around the rest of the house, not wanting
to make eye contact with her. Thinking of his father.

MS. OSBERTA ( CONT' D)
Listen, ain't nothing ever wong
with love. Took ne a while to figure
that out, but | know now. | wasn't
going to make it wthout Ethel. She
saved me fromjust dying off after
Sher man was gone.

Atticus considers this. DidIlove "save" his father too?
Ms. Osberta sees his wheels spinning, and has nercy on him --

MS. OSBERTA ( CONT' D)
Now, you were asking about your
not her's people. Ethel sure did
| ove to tal k about them They were
all real close grow ng up

Atticus is grateful for the subject change --
ATTI CUS
Did she ever nmention sonmething called
The Book of Nanes?

Ms. Osberta takes a beat to think, then --

( CONTI NUED)

19



EP. 107 "I am" Production Draft - BLUE 08/22/19 19.

19

20
AND
21

22

CONTI NUED:  (2)

MS. OSBERTA
No, don't recall that. But | think
there was sone kind of famly book

Atticus perks up as Ms. Osberta continues --

MS. OSBERTA ( CONT' D)
The way Ethel tal ked about it, |
al ways thought it was sonething |ike
a photo albumor a famly Bible.

ATTI CUS
That mght be it. I'mtryin to track
it down --

MS. OSBERTA

OCh baby, I'msorry, it's gone. Wite
fol ks burned everything during the
riots.

Atticus drops his head. Just like that, his prom sing | ead
gone. M. Osberta tries to ease his disappointment --

MS. OSBERTA ( CONT' D)
You ever seen a photo of your cousin

Et hel ?
ATTI CUS
No ma' am ..
Ms. Osberta beans --
MS. OSBERTA

Let me go get the photo al buns then..

OM TTED

INT. LIVING ROOM - APARTMENT ABOVE SAFE NEGRO TRAVEL - NI GHT

Leti and Diana are partners in a ganme of SPADES agai nst LUCY
and A L. Diana picks up the |last book with a snmug smle --

DI ANA
That's ten. Ya'll didn't even nake
boar d.

Leti and Diana HGH FIVE as G| tosses his cards, annoyed --
GL

When's Bobo com ng back? ' Cause he
know how to pl ay.

( CONTI NUED)
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LUCY
Man | can't concentrate. |'m hungry.
Wien' s di nner?

LETI
Let ne check, because | don't want
you two to have no excuses the next
time we kick your asses.

The kids titter at Leti cursing as she heads into the kitchen
to find Ruby stirring a pot of SPAGHETTI SAUCE at the stove --

RUBY
Don't you dare ask nme when dinner's
gonna be ready.

LETI
kay. Fine. How about you tell ne
where you been stayi ng now?

RUBY
I'"'mstill on the Northside.

Leti raises an intrigued eyebrow --

LETI
So...with a white man then?

RUBY
Seens |ike you oughta be concerned
with your own love life. Your
boyfriend start paying rent yet?

Leti blushes as her sister continues --

RUBY ( CONT' D)
Atticus nmust be the only man from
t he Sout hside without a job. So.
How does he keep hinsel f busy?

She said it casually, but she's anything but as she waits
for Leti's reply --

LETI
He's a big help around the house.

RUBY
And t hat house needs all the help it
can get. Looked like you and M.
Fix-1t were trying to hit the road
earlier...

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  (2)

She studies her sister. Testing her. Witing to see if

she'll let slip any of what Christina told her about Ardham
Leti grabs dishes to set the table --

LETI
Tic had sone fam |y business in
Spri ngfiel d.
RUBY
Wiy didn't you go?
LETI
Because. | had ny own fam |y business

here.

Ruby rolls her eyes at Leti's cheesiness. Mybe what
Christina told her isn't true..

LETI ( CONT' D)
VWhat ?

Ruby was caught staring. She shakes it off. Holds up the
spoon fromthe pot --

RUBY
Taste this. Tell ne what it's
m ssi ng.
Leti blows on the hot spoon, but before she can taste it --

LETI
Whew. What is that, garlic?

The smell is making Leti NAUSEQUS. Ruby raises an eyebrow --

RUBY
What's wong? You |love garlic.

LETI
Mrh, | think | mght be devel oping a
weird allergy to it or sonething.

RUBY
O you're pregnant with junior M.
Fix-It.
Leti gives a little nervous LAUGH as she tries not to gag...

| NT. BEDROOM - APARTNVENT ABOVE SAFE NEGRO TRAVEL - N GHT

Leti closes the door behind her. Rushes to the w ndow.
Throws it open. Sticking her head out. Breathing in the
fresh air. FREAKING QUT at the sane tinme. The dream

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED

She was pregnant in it. Now she's nauseous. But it can't
be. ..

She feels her stomach as she tries to cal m her breathing.
The pani c subsiding, then her eyes WDEN i n shock at as they
| and on sonething across the room..

INT. DI NI NG ROOM - OSBERTA'S HOVE - N GHT

Ms. Osberta turns the page of a | arge PHOTO ALBUM as she
shows it to Atticus --

MS. OSBERTA
And this was the church's Wnen's
Retreat | was telling you about --

The phone RINGS fromthe other room M. Osberta hands the
PHOTO ALBUM to Atticus --

MS. OSBERTA ( CONT' D)
Now who could that be at this hour?

She | eaves to answer it. Atticus |looks at the picture.

COUSI N ETHEL wears a floral church dress with short sleeves.
He's about to turn the page when sonething catches his eyes --
a small, dark BIRTHVARK on Ethel's arm SHOCK registers

He noves to a MRROR Lifts up his shirt to | ook at the
birthmark on his shoul der bl ade -- the exact sane birthmark
as his cousin Ethel!

He runs his finger over it. Puzzling over it. That can't
just be a coincidence. He hears Ms. Osberta's footsteps.
Slips his shirt back on. She enters carrying the PHONE - -

MS. OSBERTA ( CONT' D)
For you, baby.

ATTI CUS
Hello...?

On the other end of the line, Leti junps right into it --

LETI (ON PHONE)
Hi ppolyta's had Hiramis Orery this
entire tine. She nust have taken it
fromthe house --

ATTI CUS
How do you know - -

LETI (ON PHONE)
I"mlooking right at the damm thing --

23
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| NT. BEDROOM - APARTNVENT ABOVE SAFE NEGRO TRAVEL - N GHT 25

Leti stares at the Orery still SPINNING on the floor --

LETI
It has a set of coordinates engraved
on the inside of it. And the way
she was acting earlier. | think she
knows we lied to her about Ceorge...

Atticus picks up her ball across the line --

ATTI CUS ( ON PHONE)
She's not on a guide trip..

LETI
If she's going where this thing is
| eadi ng she's in danger..

The bedroom door is cracked slightly, REVEALING -- Ruby has
been secretly listening in!

She's hol ding a box of SALTI NE CRACKERS for Leti's nausea.
Being a good sister, when this whole tine Leti's been |lying
to her face just like Christina said..

EXT. H LLSIDE - KENTUCKY - N GHT 26

It's terribly WNDY out. DEBRIS flying all around. Hippolyta
shiel ds her face as she clinbs from Wody. Looking in AV

at what the Orrery coordinates have led her to -- a beautiful,
whi t e, DOVE- SHAPED OBSERVATORY

OM TTED 27
I NT. SECOND FLOOR - OBSERVATORY - N GHT 28

Hi ppol yta GASPS as she steps in. The floor's covered in
BRI GHT CONSTELLATI ONS and GALAXI ES, and there's a huge
TELESCOPE in the center of the room

She wal ks to it. Notices it overshadows an | NTRI CATE GOLD
MACHI NE covered in the LANGUAGE OF ADAM She wi pes off the
DUST, revealing -- a big ORANGE BUTTON. NI NE CONCENTRI C
RINGS with a series of nunbers around them and two GOLD
CIRCLES at their center. And a grid with 64 nunmber settings
going from 000 to 999.

She pulls the GOLDEN KEY from her purse. Inserts it into

the machine. Cranks it -- CLICKI Then she PUSHES the orange
button. Nothing. Pushes it again. Nope.

( CONTI NUED)
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She nudges

like this --

conpartnent in the Orery!

suns. ..

As she does the cal cul ations. ..

I NT. SAFE NEGRO TRAVEL - N GHT

Production Draft - BLUE 08/22/19 24.
and BANGS the sides. Finally the button -- LIGHTS
UPr A LOWHUMenmits fromthe machine.
Hi ppol yta steps back, eyes bright with excitenent. Lit up
the machine's lock is a replica of the secret
She plays around with it. Then she has a hunch. She digs
in her purse for a PENCIL. The only paper she has is THE
| NTERPLANETARY ADVENTURES OF ORI THYI A BLUE | SSUE #3. She
scribbles on the back of it as she works it out --
H PPOLYTA
Mass, rotation, velocity, and radius.
The length of time it would take for
each planet to travel around two
n the shadows. Dealing out practice POKER HANDS

Ruby sits

A stormof conflicting enotions -- ANTICI PATI ON, ANGER, GUILT --

j ust bel ow
steps in.

the surface. The front door opens and Chri

stina

Gve it a beat. The eneny is inside the gates.

Ruby met hodi cally places one card after another in front of
stina makes her way over. A |long beat, then --

her as Chri

RUBY
My daddy was a ganbling man ny nonma
met at church. He used to say poker
is a Christian gane. Players who

practice virtue -- |earning and
respecting the odds, keeping their
enmotions in check -- tended to
prosper, while those who succunbed

to vice -- chasing long shots, letting
passi on rul e reason -- went the way

of the unrepentant sinner. Don't
matter the hand, you play it right,
you're going to win he' d say.

She soaks that in as she reshuffles the cards, then --

RUBY ( CONT' D)
He |ived by that. Travel ed around
like an itinerate preacher playing
in juke joints and back roons. \Wen
I was seven he di sappeared. Later |
heard he was stabbed to death over a
hundred dollars in w nnings.

( CONTI NUED)
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A29

B29

CONTI NUED

Christina takes that in. |It's clear Ruby |oved her father
very much. Her heart breaks for her --

CHRI STI NA
|"msorry.

Ruby sets the cards aside. Pushing the enotion down. She
didn't ask Christina here for her synpathies --

RUBY
I"msick of playing the hand that I
was dealt. You want me to help you
find sone pages froma spell book,
then I want you to teach nme magic.

Quid pro quo. Christina studies Ruby. Inpressed. That
liquid smle brinmng --

CHRI STI NA
Is that all you want from nme?

A spark flashes in Ruby's eyes, but it's gone just as quickly --

RUBY
Pull the car up. I'Il bring the
Orery down...

I NT. SECOND FLOOR - OBSERVATORY - N GHT

Hi ppolyta's lounged in the seat of the tel escope, still
calculating. She finally finishes. Looks over her work.

NI NE NUMBERS. She noves to the Machine. N NE RINGS on the
lock. Worth a try. She spins the rings into place, and --

CLICK! She takes a step back fromthe machine. There's a
FLASH OF LIGHT, and -- a PORTAL appears in the mddle of the
room a window into another world -- a SNOA TUNDRA with an
ENDLESS BLUE SKY!

Hi ppol yta steps closer. Fear in her eyes. And CURI OSITY.
Now she can feel the WND fromthe other world on her face,
and see -- PALE BODIES, gliding slowy in the air.

She can't resist. She reaches her fingers out to touch the
portal -- a PALE BODY glides by right at the entrance!

It turns to face her. Ofers a wde, TERRI FYING toothy

grin, a la "The Gentlemen" of BUFFY THE VAWPI RE SLAYER (1996).

PALE BODY
(whi spering:)
Ki nsman. . .

( CONTI NUED)
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B29  CONTI NUED: B29
Hi ppol yta SCREAMS. FEUCK CURIOGSITY. She runs back to the

machine. Frantically puts the nunber setting back to 000,
and -- the portal BLINKS QUT.

She reaches for the orange button to turn the nmachi ne off,
but -- the door SLAMS. Soneone's here!

Hi ppol yta hi des under the Machi ne as the FOOTSTEPS appr oach.
Hol di ng her breath. Trying to nake herself invisible --

The OXFORDS of TWD MEN wal k in front of the machine. Both
stop in their tracks --

MAN 1 (O S.)
How the hell did that get turned on?

Man 1 di sappears around the base of the Tel escope as Hippol yta
cranes her neck to take in -- a HOLSTERED GUN on the ot her
man's wai sts. COPS. SUDDENLY -- she's VI CLENTLY DRAGGED
from her hiding spot. Slanmed agai nst the Machine --

copP
How d you get in here?

Hi ppol yta | ooks fromhimto the other man, and oh shit --
it's BURKE, lLancaster's |ackey!

BURKE ( MAN 1)
Speak up gal. Who are you?

H PPOLYTA
| -- sir -- 1 took a wong turn and
needed di rections back to the

hi ghway. . .
Burke pulls his GUN. Points it at a terrified Hi ppolyta --

BURKE
Don't lie to me. How did you know
how to turn that thing on?

BANG The door. FOOTSTEPS. Running down the hallway. All
eyes turn to the door. W is that?

copP
M ght be Larry. He takes the next
shift. Larry, that you?

He wal ks towards the stairs, hand noving to his holster, but --
Atticus barrels out and LAUNCHES at the Cop |like a nmadman!

He's SURG CAL with it -- SUPERMAN PUNCHES the shit out of
hi m before he has a chance to pull his weapon.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  (2)
But Burke already has his Gun out, ainms it at Atticus --

H PPOLYTA
Wat ch out --

BANG The bull et goes astray as Hi ppol yta knocks Burke's
arm away. He SLAPS her, sending her to the ground. But
Atticus is now on him pulling himaway from his DAZED aunt.

In the SCUFFLE -- Atticus taking on both the Cop and Burke --
no one realizes the stray bullet hit the MACHHNE. It FRITZS
out as the NUMBER GRI D goes haywire, and -- the PORTAL OPENS,

FLASH NG rapidly fromone world to the next!

Hi ppol yta regains her wits. The Cops have finally managed
to get Atticus pinned on the floor. She grabs Burke's fallen
@n. Ains, pulls the tigger, and -- M SSES!

The Cop and Burke duck for cover. Atticus uses the

di straction to KNOCK the Cop through the portal. He

di sappears SCREAM NG. Hippolyta ains at Burke, pulls the
trigger, and -- hits himin the chest!

The force throws himagainst the machi ne, his body smashing
buttons as he slides down, BLEEDI NG QUT. Hi ppolyta and
Atticus stare in shock. Hippolyta just shot a Cop?!

Before they can process this, the portal EXPLODES in a HUGE
FLASH OF LI GHT that ENVELOPS a scream ng Hi ppolyta --

EXT. PLANET EARTH 504 - DAY

-- and DI SSI PATES, REVEALI NG -- Hi ppol yta standing on a

strange DESERT SHORE wi th BLACK SAND. CRI SP BLUE ocean wat er.

In the sky, one G ANT RED SUN. But the STARS are VI SIBLE
and SHI NING  An oni nous BUI LDI NG FLOATS i n the di stance

Hi ppol yta takes a stunned beat. Another. Wat the holy
fuck! ?!?!  She desperately scans her surroundings --

H PPOLYTA
Tic...Atticus --

SUDDENLY -- a GLARING light partially blinds her. She shades
her eyes -- TWO G ANT 12-foot ROBOCOP- ESQUE CREATURES i ke
the ones Diana drew with LASER GUNS stand before her!

Hi ppol yta SCREAMS as they SNATCH her up. She's so petrified,
all she can do is stare. One of them waves a nechani ca
hand over her face, and -- she PASSES QUT...

B29
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INT. WH TE ROOM - TI MELESS

Hi ppolyta's eyes flutter open. She's NUDE. GROGGY. Slowy,
she raises herself up. Bright LED |ight panels line the
walls. She's on a FLOATING platform A JUWPSU T l|aid out

besi de her looks Iike Ripley's flight suit fromALIENS (1986).

She quickly pulls it on. Notices something at the site of
her radial artery -- a piece of G ASS enbedded into her skin!

She taps it -- small GLI TTERY, GLON NG THI NGS fl oat ar ound
beneath it. A CHUNK of her skin was renoved for whatever
the hell these things are, and -- it's on BOTH WRI STS!

She JUWPS down fromthe floating platform RUNS around the
room Looking for a door, an escape, anything --

H PPOLYTA
SOVEBODY!  HEEELLLPPP!

VWHOOOSH! A panel in the wall slides OPEN.  Hippol yta quiets.
Backs quickly into a corner. Stares in SHOCK as --

An 8 FOOT TALL being in a TIGHT BLACK BODYSUI T, HELMET, and
bl ack COVBAT BOOTS enters. It slowy renoves the hel net,
REVEALI NG -- a gigantic AEVIN DUGAS-si zed Afro.

Hi ppol yta can't even see the being' s eyes covered by the
hair. It pushes sone of it out of the way, REVEALING -- a
worman. A very tall, very captivating WOMAN ( BEYOND C EST) .

H PPOLYTA ( CONT' D)
Who are you?

The being just |ooks at her. |Its face | ooks both human and
other-worldly. Like a LINAIR'S VIKTOR pai nting.

H PPOLYTA ( CONT' D)
What are you?

A beat. Hippolyta' s holding her breath. Finally --

BEYOND C EST
| am

Hi ppol yta cl ocks strange |ines running though Beyond C est's
black suit...or is the suit actually her skin? The
lines/veins look Iike the glittery things in her wists.

H PPOLYTA

Where am|? Wat are these things
in nmy arn®

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED

Beyond C est continues to | ook at her, al nost expressionless.

H PPOLYTA ( CONT' D)
You can't keep ne here --

BEYOND C EST
You are not in a prison.

Wt hout cerenony, she wal ks through the "door" as it opens
for her. The second it closes, Hi ppolyta RUNS toward it --

H PPOLYTA
LET ME QUT --

She pushes it. It won't budge. She SCREAMS a furious,
GQUTTURAL scream POUNDS the panel with all her mght --

H PPOLYTA ( CONT' D)
SOVEBODY HELP ME - -

She bangs until she grows weak. Until she goes hoarse.

Until the white panels are streaked in her blood and speckl es
of the glittery substance fromher wists.

Finally, exhausted, she slunps to the floor, and WEEPS..

INT. WH TE ROOM - Tl MELESS

Hi ppol yta's eyes are BLOTCHY RED. Her face is | NCHES away

fromthe wall. She stares at the panel with an ODD | NTENSI TY.

Has she officially lost her shit? Probably...

FADE TO
Hi ppol yta TEARS t he sl eeves off her junpsuit, munbling --

H PPOLYTA
Salt in the air on the beach, but
smells different than the Atlantic
QCcean. Sufficient oxygen. Didn't
get dizzy when | wasn't in this ship.
Is it a ship? Am1 on another planet?

FADE TGO

Hi ppolyta's wists are BANDAGED with the junpsuit sleeves.
She wal ks al ong the perineter, RUNNI NG HER HANDS across the
panels. POKING and PRODDI NG. Looking for a way out!

H PPOLYTA ( CONT' D)
The sand was strangely springy. No,
I was lighter.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED

H PPOLYTA ( CONT' D)
Not |ike Orithyia Blue on Mars.
Just enough to feel it in ny tendons.
Gavity turned down just a
notch...come on, Lyta, think...what
woul d dad say?

She | eans her head agai nst a white panel, eyes cl osed,
t hinking. Then a |ightbulb goes off --

H PPOLYTA ( CONT' D)
GQustav Me. Yes. He warned about
gravity shifts in the future. A
naturally occurring shift sufficiently
explains nost of it. Not all of it.
But there's no known planet with
sustainability for human life. But
was she human?

FADE TGO

Hi ppol yta's di scovered she can pull apart the floating bed.
Pieces of nmetal and a putty-like material FLOAT around her.
As she catal ogs its conmponents --

H PPOLYTA ( CONT' D)
Si xty-four nunber settings.
From zero-zero-zero to nine hundred
and ninety-nine. That makes the
total possible conbinations at the
ten to the one hundred and ninety-
second power. Sixty trillion
celestial panoramas. They can't al
be different, can they...?

FADE TO
Hi ppol yta carefully PEELS back a |ayer of the wall with a
netal piece fromthe disassenbl ed bed. YANKS the ENTIRE
PANEL of f, REVEALING -- a stunning array of conpl ex Cl RCU TRY.

She beans with pride. And carefully starts UNWRAPPI NG
UNPLUGGE NG and REROQUTI NG the wires...

INT. WHI TE ROOM - Tl MELESS

SWOOSH!  The door panel slides open. Hippolyta steps away
fromthe destroyed panel with a triunphant smle. She makes
a break for it. SPRINTING out the door, but she doesn't see --

Beyond C est YANKS her back, and THROAS her across the roonl

( CONTI NUED)
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She | ands hard against the far wall. The w nd knocked out

of her. But she gets to her feet. Pulls a SH V she fashioned
fromthe circuitry of her prison walls, and -- runs, shiv

rai sed, full force at Beyond C est.

Beyond C est quickly, effortlessly DI SARMS her. Pins her
down. She just suffered the nost enbarrassingly short ass

whooping in history. Still, she STRUGGLES to break free --
H PPOLYTA
Get OFF nme --
BEYOND C EST

I amnot fighting you. You are
fighting yourself --

What ? Hippolyta is SO TIRED of this cryptic bullshit --

H PPOLYTA
Let me go --

BEYOND C EST
You are not in a prison. \Were do
you want to be --

H ppol yta keeps fighting, but Beyond C est shrugs off every
SW ng - -

BEYOND C EST ( CONT' D)
Narme yourself --

Hi ppol yta LAUGHS. Losing it conpletely as Beyond C est
continues to violently SHAKE her --

H PPOLYTA
What the fuck are you tal king about ?!

BEYOND C EST
Where do you want to be? Nane it!
Who do you want to be? NAME IT --

Finally, in the fever pitch of it all, Hi ppolyta yells out
the first ridiculous notion that pops in her head --

H PPOLYTA
| WANT TO BE DANCI NG ON STAGE IN
11
SMASH TGO
VWHOOOSH!  Hi ppol yta | ooks around, thoroughly confused. It

| ooks Iike she's standing in the wings of a THEATER TWO
BLACK WOMEN stand in front of her, and ONE behi nd her.

( CONTI NUED)
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They wear beautiful stage makeup and sequi ned HEADBANDS.

Hi ppol yta still can't nake out what this is -- what she's
standing in line for -- when she hears the ROAR of a CROMD - -

, ANNOUNCER (V. O.)
PRESENTATI ON DE JOSEPH NE BAKER!

Hi ppol yta grows WOOZY. Butterflies in her stomach. Hell,
butterflies all over her damm body because she's in the...

| NT. BACKSTAGE W NGS - THEATRE DES CHAMPS- ELYSEES - NI GHT

...and she | ooks down at herself. OH GOD. She's wearing
PASTIES, and a barely there COSTUME SKIRT. She i mediately
covers hersel f up, FREAKI NG OUT.

The Grls in front RUSH onto the stage. Hippolyta | ooks
around PANI CKED as the G rl behind her SHOVES her forward --

| NT. STAGE - THEATRE DES CHAMPS- ELYSEES - NI GHT

BRI GHT ASS LI GHTS! LOUD ASS CROND! Hippolyta' s jaw drops

as the bronze Venus herself -- THE JOSEPH NE BAKER -- brushes
past in all her glory to the tunes of LA REVUE NEGRE and

t akes center stage.

Hi ppol yta can hardly believe it. She's enotionally all over
the place -- EXCI TED, EMBARRASSED, TERRI FI ED and AWE- STRUCK
One of the Grls nudges her --

ARL 3
St op your gawki ng and do the noves!

O course, Hippolyta doesn't know the noves. She tries
desperately to fake it and keep up. Al while covering up
her body. But to no avail -- she's fuckin' up the two step
in front of a HUGE CROAD and the Josephi ne Baker.

The Grls line up, and -- pull each others pasties off for a
TOPLESS grand final e!

Hi ppol yta stunbl es awkwardly out of line to keep her pasties
on. It's all a WHRLWND. The song ends. The crowd ROARS.
Josephi ne remains as FLOAERS fl ood the stage, and the Grls
rush Hi ppolyta to the...

| NT. BACKSTAGE W NGS - THEATRE DES CHAMPS- ELYSEES - NI GHT

...to unleash their rage in English and French --

( CONTI NUED)
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GRL 1 GRL 3
Je ne peux pas y croire! Sal ope!
Ni que ta nere!

ARL 2
Rehear si ng twel ve hour days and for
what ?  You make us ALL | ook bad!

Hi ppol yta swal |l ows her nortification as she follows the Grls
t hrough the backstage CHACS, passi ng CREW MEMBERS novi ng SET
PI ECES and ot her DANCERS. Still trying to cover up.

GRL 1
The nmanager nust stop GRL 2
with the American girls. And this one's the worst.
Al ways fuck us up! You're clearly not ready

for the big tine.

ARL 3
(yel l'ing back:)
Ha! You oughta take your ass back
to wherever you cane from

Then SHE appears.

Josephi ne Baker wal ks briskly, high on the energy of the
crowd, right up to Hippolyta. Gabs her by the arm --

JOSEPHI NE BAKER
Li sten cherie, now we all have those

ni ghts, even ne -- Lord, you should
have seen ny ass back at Ad
Chauffeur's in St. Louis -- but you

gotta conme correct tonorrow. Here's
t he step, okay?

Hi ppol yta just stares at this inpronptu "Charl eston"” |esson
still in shock. And Josephine keeps it nmoving towards a
door marked "JOSEPH NE BAKER'...

JOSEPHI NE BAKER ( CONT' D)
You're not in Anerica anynore. You've
gotta | oosen up!

...and slams it shut behind her as her words wash over

Hi ppolyta. Slowy, finally, she drops her hands from over
her breasts. Takes a breath. Loosens up. This is REAL
She's not in America anynore. She's not even on her Earth.

As she tentatively practices the "Charleston” we ARC AROUND
her as she gets better, and better, TRANSITIONINGto --
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OM TTED

| NT. THEATRE DES CHAMPS- ELYSEES - NI GHT

Hi ppol yta -- now wearing her ZI EGFELD FOLLIES costune --
DANCES playfully with the Grls. Confident. Sexy. The two-
step perfected. One of the other Grls fucks up, and

Hi ppol yta laughs all the way to the

MAKESHI FT BAR
to quench her thirst with a FRENCH KISS fromthe sexy, BARELY

LEGAL, hawt brown-skin MOROCCAN BARTENDER. It's clear they've

been fucking. A lot.

WDEN to REVEAL -- she's surrounded by bad PARI SI AN HEAUXS

partying -- DANCING DO NG SNUFF and COKE, and MAKI NG QUT to
t he sounds of "SUGAR' by ETHEL WATERS. Josephine sits on a
| oveseat, ki ssing another WOVAN -- ERI DA MOTHAFUCKI N KAHLO

Hi ppol yta, |ike every worman in the room watches this magnetic

couple. Frida inpulsively rises, speaking in FRENCH - -

FRI DA FUCKI N KAHLO
Settle down, you wld things.

The roomquiets to a |ow hum The nusic | owered.

FRI DA FUCKI N KAHLO ( CONT' D)
Yes, I'ma little drunk but let nme
say ny piece before...

She gl ances at Josephine, sliding a finger up her thigh --

FRI DA FUCKI N KAHLO ( CONT' D)
...this night carries ne away. |
want to propose a toast to all of
you lovely fem nine creatures. The
kind of girls who know when to | eave.
When to go back. And when to |eave
again. Here's to girls like us who
know when to create and when to
dest r oy.

The girls raise their glasses and CHEER And Hi ppolyta is
surprised by Josephine sidling up to the bar next to her --

JOSEPHI NE BAKER
You got a match?

( CONTI NUED)
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Hi ppol yta lights her CIGARETTE with a candle. Notes the
darkness in her eyes. That je ne sais quoi that nakes her
t he Josephi ne Baker is gone.

H PPOLYTA
You got that | ook again.

Josephi ne takes a deep drag, before --

JOSEPHI NE BAKER
Nights like these, | burn so bright,
| feel like a star..

H PPCLYTA
You are a star.

JOSEPHI NE BAKER
No, cherie. Not like a novie star.
Anyone can be that. M, | feel like
the stars in the black of space.
Magni ficent, ancient. And al ready
ext i ngui shed.

Hi ppol yta takes that in, understanding perfectly --

JOSEPHI NE BAKER ( CONT' D)
Most of the girls never notice when
| get like this. But you know just
where to | ook. You've found the
sane thing in yourself, haven't you?

H PPOLYTA
And being here has only...| don't
know. Shined a light on that old,
dead feeling.

JOSEPHI NE BAKER
They don't call it the "City of
Li ghts"™ for nothin'.

H PPOLYTA
Now that I'mtasting it. A freedom
|'ve never known before...|l see what

| was robbed of back there. Al

t hose years, | thought | had
everything I wanted. Only to cone
here and di scover that all | ever
was, was the exact kind of negro
worman white fol ks wanted ne to be.

A beat before she says what's really been bothering her --

( CONTI NUED)
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H PPOLYTA ( CONT' D)
| feel like they just found a real
smart way to |ynch ne without ne
noti ci ng the noose.

JOSEPHI NE BAKER
Don't it just nake you angry. ..

H PPOLYTA
Furious. Sonmetimes. | just wanna
kill white folks.

She quiets. Sits in this truth for a beat. Something she
never dared to say out loud. But nowthat it's said --

H PPOLYTA ( CONT' D)

And it ain't just them |'mangry
at me too. For letting them nake ne
feel small. And I'mangry at...

She can't bring herself to nanme the other person she's angry
with. That's a truth she can't face just yet.

JOSEPHI NE BAKER
So. M. Hippolyta. What are you
going to do with all that anger?

Hi ppol yta's never heard Josephi ne say her nane before. God,
it sounds good. And sonething occurs to her --

H PPOLYTA
| am Hi ppol yt a.

Suddenly, she knows exactly what to do with all that anger.
She stands up. SCREAMS - -

H PPOLYTA ( CONT' D)
| AM HI PPOLYTAAAAAA - -

EXT. KINGDOM OF DAHOVEY - BENIN - DAY 39

VWHOOSH!' ! DI RT and SWEAT cover Hippolyta's face and a VEIN
pops out of her forehead as she ROARS in anger. WDEN to
find her in the center of TRAINING PIT surrounded by a Cl RCLE
of TWENTY BLACK WOMEN al | rocki ng DOOBI E WRAPS.

She wears ARMOR, carries a SWORD, | ooks |i ke a BLACK GREEK
AMAZON WARRI OR because she's -- NAMED herself after her
nanesake, Hi ppolyta Queen of the Anmazons!

Her TRAINER (NAW) stands a few feet away. A GOLDEN HELMET
on the ground behind her.

( CONTI NUED)
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She wears no arnor, her body covered in BATTLE SCARS,

including two intersecting scars on her face, |ike MA-MA
from DREDD - -

( CONTI NUED)
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NAW
Al'l that scream ng won't save you
now. You're not making a baby, you're
in a fucking fight.

Wth her bare hands she KNOCKS the sword out of Hippolyta's
hand. Brutally PUNCHES her square in the jaw, knocking her
to the ground. Addresses the other WARRI ORS I N TRAI NI NG - -

NAW ( CONT' D)
When you fall to the ground in defeat,
you may find yoursel f asking, "Wy
am | here? Wy should | bother
getting up, when | know Nawi is a
great warrior, and | cannot w n?"

The girls snicker, accustoned to Nawi's braggadoci o as
Hi ppol yta eyes the Golden Helnmet. |f she can grab it, she
proven herself a warrior.

NAW ( CONT' D)
I will tell you why you are here.
And why you nust get up. You are
here because you did not believe
them Your whole life they told you
that you were free. And when they
said that, they neant you were free
to cook. Their food. Free to raise
children. Their children. Free to
work. For them They even lied to
you. Said you were free to run the
world. But it is still their world.
You are here because you knew t hat
what they offer is all the freedoma
wel | - kept slave could ever ask for.

S

Hi ppol yta tries to sweep Nawi's leg while she's distracted.
But Nawi is never distracted. She knocks Hippol yta back on
her ass in less than three noves. Undeterred --

NAW ( CONT' D)
| cannot tell you what true freedom
is. You have to find that for

yoursel f. Today, you are still too

afraid to go looking. I, Nawi, will
strip that fear anay. One blow at a
time.

She sm|es down at Hippolyta warmy --
NAW ( CONT' D)

Now get the fuck up. And raise your
swor d.

( CONTI NUED)
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As Hi ppolyta junps to her feet and LUNGES furiously at Naw
we ARC AROUND her as her fight skills get better, and better,
until she finally KNOCKS Nawi to the ground. As she clainms
her prize -- the Golden Hel net. ..

OM TTED

EXT. BATTLEGROUND - BENIN - DAY

CLCSE on Hippolyta, in the mdst of battle, COVERED in DI RT
BLOOD, GUTS as she SLAUGHTERS every WH TE MALE CONFEDERATE
SCLDI ER t hat conmes her way.

She stabs ONE in the GUTS. ANOTHER in the THROAT. ANOTHER
right through the EYE. And she |ooks themall dead in the
eye as she kills themone by one, then two by two.

WDEN to find she's wearing GOLD ARMOR signifying she's a
GENERAL now. Her head held higher. The nuscles in her arns
nore defined. And she stands anmong her AFRI CAN WARRIORS. A
pile of BODIES at their feet.

As t he Confederate HORDE advances in the distance --

H PPOLYTA

W are here because we did not believe
t hem when they told us that our rage
was not |adylike. W did not believe
t hem when they said that our violence
goes too far. W did not believe

t hem when they said the hatred we

feel for our enemes is not God-like.

Her Warriors nod, hanging on her every word as the Confederate

Horde closes in --

HI PPOLYTA ( CONT' D)
They say that to women |ike us because
t hey know what happens when we becone
free. Not free to cook their food
and raise their children. Not free
to run the world, according to their
rules, their hierarchies, their
weaknesses. But the real kind of
free. Free to hate when we nust.
Free to bring destruction when we
must. Free to kill our enem es when
we nmust. That is OUR freedom That
is OQUR prayer. No matter what they
think of us after we grind theminto
the dust...that is OUR | ove.

( CONTI NUED)
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A collective ROAR as they raise their swords, rushing past
their |eader to nmeet the Confederate Sol diers head on.

But Hi ppolyta doesn't nove. She |lets the adrenaline wash
over and out of her.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  (2)

Then drops her sword. Takes off her helnet. She's exhausted
her anger. She says quietly --

H PPOLYTA ( CONT' D)
| am Hi ppol yta Freeman, CGeorge's
wife.

| NT. BEDROOM - APARTMVENT ABOVE SAFE NEGRO TRAVEL - DAY

VWHOOSH! ! Hi ppol yta opens her eyes in bed. Rested, |like
she's been sleeping for years. She stirs as she feels eyes
on her. She swallows. Blinks back tears. Smles broadly --

H PPOLYTA
What are you | ooking at George
Freeman?

She turns around to find her husband GEORGE in the flesh.
Staring right back at her. Wth a |ove and intensity that
threatens to burn right through her --

GEORGE
M wife.

He pulls her close, kissing her as she smles. H's touch,
his snell so utterly intoxicating...

| NT. BEDROOM - APARTMVENT ABOVE SAFE NEGRO TRAVEL - DAY

Hi ppol yta, wapped in the bedsheet, sits facing her husband
as she recounts her adventures --

H PPOLYTA
But it was when | was trying to get
out of that room!| told you about
that | realized it wasn't another
planet at all. And that it wasn't a
time machi ne. You renenber | read
you sone of that one article. On
t he "Many Worl ds"?

George listens to his wife, a small, content smle on his
face -- like he's been waiting a lifetime to hear her voice.

GEORGE
M hmm | remenber. . .

H PPOLYTA
That's when | knew the equations in
the "Many Worl ds" theory had to be
accurate.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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H PPOLYTA ( CONT' D)
| certainly thought they m ght be
before, but never could I have
imgined all this. A world, where |
can name nysel f anyt hi ng.

GEORGE
Is this real then? If you're on
anot her planet Earth...am| stil
real right now?

Hi ppol yta heard the worry in his voice. Snuggles into him--

H PPOLYTA
| don't know exactly what it al
nmeans. But, God, it feels real
That's what matters.

George absorbs that. Believes it. Can hardly contain the

enoti on bu

He ki sses

She t akes

She sits u

bbling up --

GEORGE
And after all your adventures.
Everything you saw. You still naned

yoursel f ny wfe.
her. Hippol yta kisses back, but then pulls away.

GEORGE ( CONT' D)
What's wrong?

a beat. Can she actually say it? She has to --

H PPOLYTA
| think now, | can name this thing
that's been eating away at ne.
Quietly. So quiet, sometinmes | just
t hought I was tired. O sad. M ssing
you when you were out on the road.
But really I was angry.

p now. Really needs himto hear this --

H PPOLYTA ( CONT' D)
So angry because, for so much of ny
life, 1've been shrinking. Wen I
was a kid, | was big enough to believe
| had every right to nane sonething
that was...out of this world. And
then | started shrinking nyself. By

the tine | met you, | had already
gotten so snall
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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H PPOLYTA ( CONT' D)
And | thought you saw how | big
wanted to be. | thought you saw ne.
But then you just stood by, and |et
me shrink nyself nore for you

Hi ppol yta tries to hold it together, but it hurts.

GEORGE

Hi ppolyta, | -- why didn't you tel

me you felt this way?
H PPOLYTA

| tried to. So many tinmes, | tried.

You nmust have seen that.

George grimaces. It hurts to admt this but --

GEORGE

Maybe | did. | fell in love with

you because you were so curious. |
knew deep down inside there was a

di scoverer in you. But then
I...you're right. | let you -- hel ped
you -- shrink. So we could have a
famly. So | could go do what | had
to do, and know you were safe at

home waiting for me. | see now.

What that cost you. Us.

Hi ppol yta lets out a breath, |ike she's been holding it in
for years.

GEORGE ( CONT' D)
I"'mso sorry...for that. And for so
much nore. | can see you now
Hi ppol yta Freeman. And | want you
as big as you can be.

They share a | ong and neani ngful kiss. Hi ppolyta rises from
t he bed, away from George --

H PPOLYTA
| am Hi ppol yta, Discoverer

She reaches a hand back for her husband. An invitation. He
grins, takes it as AUDI O from SPACE | S THE PLACE (1974) pl ays
over the follow ng VI GNETTES - -

“I"'mnot real. I1'mjust like you..."
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EXT. PLANET NELUS - DAY

VWHOOSH! ! Hi ppol yta clinbs out of her spaceship, STONY,
rocking the Orithyia Blue retro-style cosnobnaut suit -- the
living enbodi nent of a pl anet-hopping ORI THYI A BLUE!

She renoves the hel net, REVEALING -- a short BLUE BOB with
bangs. She | ooks just |ike UHURA from STAR TREK. And --
George steps up beside her in a spacesuit of his owmn! It's
grey, with a Geen planet in the center |ike METEOR MAN S

"You don't exist in this society. |If you did, your people
woul dn't be seeking equal rights..."

Waiting to greet themare THREE ALI ENS, NELUSIANS -- short,
green, round and bl ubbery, with no visible eyes. Like the
BLOB nonster, but less frightening. And they each present
contai ners of varying shapes and sizes...d FTS.

EXT. PLANET EVALA - DAY

“You're not real. If you were, you'd have sone status anong
the nations of the world..."

Hi ppol yta and George sit in a MASSIVE tree, studying its
bi zarre | eaves. They look |ike gigantic octopus stinkhorns --
pi nk, scaly and sonmewhat terrifying.

But they're both utterly fascinated. Hippolyta uses a snal
nmetal tool to collect a sanple as George takes notes...

"So we're both nmyths. | do not conme to you as a reality..."

OM TTED
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INT. GITTER ROOM - Tl MELESS

"I cone to you as the myth. Because that's what bl ack people
are. Mths..."

Hi ppol yta wal ks calmMy in. Like someone who's danced on
stage with Josephine Baker. Like a warrior. Like she's

di scovered planets. Fallen in love with creatures around
the universe with her soul mate. She wal ks |ike she's about
a foot taller than when we first nmet her. No nore shrinking.

She takes in an unbelievable sight -- STRANGE, BEAUTI FUL

GLI TTERY bodi es and shapes norph and grow in and out of each
other as they float. They' re nmade up of the same materi al
fromthe devices in her wists.

A BODY forms out of the glitter -- Beyond C est, wearing a
br eat ht aki ng BLACK GOM t hat seenms to have no end. Like the
one ELZA SOARES wears in THE WOVAN AT THE END OF THE WORLD
They trade a smile --

H PPOLYTA
| got curious.

BEYOND C EST
Now t hat you have naned yoursel f, we
can fully integrate you into our
society. You will no | onger need
t he devices in your wists.

Hi ppol yta | ooks up at the floating beings. Their energy so
pal pabl e. So perfect. But sadness washes over her --

H PPOLYTA
The change i s permanent?

BEYOND C EST
Yes.

H PPOLYTA

And if | don't change. Can | go
back through the portal that brought
me here? Back...hone?

BEYOND C EST
Yes. W can send you back to your
Earth.

She stares back at the ittery Beings --

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED

H PPOLYTA
"Home" feels |ike the wong word.
How can | fit everything I am now
into that place? That Hi ppolyta was
so small ...

Hi ppol yta cl oses her eyes. Torn --

H PPOLYTA ( CONT' D)
But Dee. She needs ne...

She opens her eyes. Looks at Beyond C est with resol ve.
She knows what she has to do...

I NT. SECOND FLOOR - OBSERVATORY - N GHT

VWHOOSH!'!'  The FLASH of |ight that sent Hi ppolyta through the
portal dissipates, REVEALING -- a stunned Atticus, on his
ass, CLUTCHI NG a PAPERBACK BOXX in his hands.

He stunbles to his feet in a daze. C ocks Burke violently
CHOKI NG on his own bl ood as he bl eeds out from his gunshot
wound to the chest. This is only seconds after Hippolyta
went through the portal. But where's Hippolyta?

ATTI CUS
Aunt Hi ppolyta! Aunt Hippolyta --

Let that sink in -- Hi ppolyta chose NOT to cone back!

Atticus runs over to the Machine. 1t's SPARKI NG and SMXI NG
He punches the buttons. Funbles with the nunber grid. But
t he machi ne SHORTS OUT conpl etely.

ATTI CUS ( CONT' D)
Fuck!

At a loss, he | ooks down in WONDER at the cover of the

PAPERBACK PULP NOVEL he's had in his grip -- LOVECRAFT COUNTRY

by GEORGE FREENAN!

What. In. The. Entire. Fuck? But there's no tinme to
puzzle out what this book nmeans, or that Atticus has it --

He frantically grabs the GOLDEN KEY and H PPOLYTA' S PURSE
from under the nmachine. Leaving no evidence behind as he
barrel s down the stairs to get out of dodge.

DRI FT under the Machine to find -- a few pieces of FOLDED
PAPER j ust inches away from Burke's pooling BLOOD --

THE | NTERPLANETARY ADVENTURES OF ORI THYI A BLUE | SSUE #3.

( CONTI NUED)
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And witten with pride, promnently displayed for anyone

curious to know who m ght have been involved in the killing
of two cops, is the nane --

DI ANA FREENMAN

SMASH TO BLACK
TO BE CONTI NUED. . .
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